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The Museum opened for the 2023 Season on Monday 3 April and will close on 
Saturday 4 November.  We are open to visitors from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm with last 
admissions at 3.00 pm.  The Museum is closed on a Wednesday afternoon and on 
Sundays.  I hope that you will take the opportunity to visit the Museum at some point 
during the Season. 
 
During the closed season, a small number of us have been in the Museum on a 
Monday afternoon to prepare for the new Season.  Each year we aim to make 
various changes to our displays as well as carrying out routine maintenance and 
decoration.  The display Kitchen has been completely redecorated and the adjacent 
wall in the Farming Room has been replastered and painted.   
 
New displays include the following: 

 
 In the Thomas Lord Room there is an extensive display about J R Clarke, the 

local Thirsk photographer, who specialised in portraits and records of the social 
history and events of his time.  Last Autumn we acquired a Bull Ring which is 
the original one that was in the Market Place, dating from the 18th Century. It 
was a legal requirement on market days for the bull and bullocks to be tethered 
to the ring and be baited by the farmers’ dogs before being slaughtered.  

 In the Edwardian Sitting Room, we have on display items which were used at 
The Thirsk and District Yorkshire Women’s Association Meetings.    
These include a cloth embroidered with the White Rose of York and a carved 
wooden stand with a bell on a wooden handle. 

 There is now a portrait of the Reverend John Green BD, who was for eighteen 
years the rector of the Parish of the Church of St Wilfred South Kilvington.  This 
is displayed at one side of the front window and at the other side there is a 
portrait of John Wesley who visited Thirsk on a number of occasions between 
1747 and 1788.  The Church of England in harmony with the Methodists! 



 In the main display room upstairs there are four changes to the existing 
displays. There is an extensive display on the theme ‘Let there be light!’, 
showing a range of different lamps and candlesticks over different periods of 
time.  In the same room we have updated our War Section with three costumes 
from World War 2, The Red Cross Outdoor Uniform, The Civil Defence Corps 
Uniform and the ARP Uniform. 

 There is a display on the Battle of Byland 1322 and a ten minute video of this 
event on a continuous loop - Thirsk Museum moving at last into the world of 
modern technology!! 

 Finally, there is an extensive display of archaeological items that have been 
found in the Boltby area, these include pottery fragments, coins, clay pipes, a 
composite small spear/bayonet, an early knife used at the time of Henry VIII, 
lead spindle whorls, flint tools and a saddle quern. 

 
We now have 25 volunteers acting as stewards and are pleased to welcome Susan 
Edwards and Jan Marshall, who have recently joined our team. We wish Clive 
Harvard our best wishes in his recovery from his recent operation. 
 
Sadly two of our volunteers have recently died.  Pat Titchmarsh was associated with 
the Museum for over twenty years, as well as being involved in other volunteering 
activities in Thirsk.   She was a very reliable steward and interacted extremely well 
with our visitors.  Pat had been unwell for a long time but always was cheerful and 
had a very positive attitude.  We extend our sympathy to her husband Jim.  Jill 
Coupe was steward at the Museum for several years and her unique personality was 
a great asset in welcoming visitors – including dogs! Jill was well known in the area 
and particularly Thirkleby, where she was involved in organising and running so 
many different activities. During the last few months of her life she remained positive 
at all times.  Thirkleby Church was full for her memorial service. 
 
Finally I would like to thank the members of the Committee Mike Pospieszalski, 
Susan Stephenson and Lyn Taylor for their regular help and support during the 
closed season.  In addition thanks also go to Gordon Cooney, Anne Price and 
Elizabeth Sanderson for their help.   
 
With best wishes      
 
  

 
Jim Seymour (Chairman of the Management Committee) 
 
April 2023 
 


